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TAGS: ETEL, MARR, NATO 

SUBJECT: NICSMA GENERAL TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS NICSMA/ 

SID(74)102 

REF: STATE 076076 

MISSION HAS NO RECORD OF RECEIVING EITHER OF THE DOCUMENTS 
REFERENCED IN STATE 076076. ON OUR REQUEST, NICSMA PROVIDED 
COPIES AND WE QUOTE TEXT OF NICSMA/HB(75)21 BELOW. WE ALSO HAVE 
REITERATED STANDING REQUESTS TO NICSMA THAT THEY 
SEND DOCUMENTS FOR US ACTION THROUGH THE MISSION FOR TRANSMITTAL 
TO WASHINGTON. 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

REF: BIDDERS' CONFERENCE NICS-TARE/MDC PROJECT 

AS A RESULT OF THE NICS TARE/MDC BIDDERS' CONFERENCE 
IT HAS COME TO LIGHT THAT CERTAIN PROBLEMS COULD AREIS WITH 
REGARD TO THE EVALUATION OF NATIONAL TECHNICAL STANDARDS 
OR SPECIFICATIONS SUBMITTED BY BIDDERS, PARTICULARLY WHEN 
DOCUMENTATION IS SUBMITTED IN LANGUAGES OTHER THAN FRENCH 
OR ENGLISH. 

2. THE ATTACHED QUESTION 208 AND ANSWER FROM THE BIDDERS' 
CONFERENCE IS AN EXAMPLE WHICH HIGHLIGHTS THE PROBLEM AND 
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ILLUSTRATES THE APPROACH WHICH NICSMA CONSISERS APPROPRIATE. 

3. IN ORDER THAT NICSMA MAY BE IN A POSITION TO ADDRESS 

THIS MATTER DURING THE BID EVALUATION PHASE OF THE PROJECT-DUE 
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TO COMMENCE AT THE END OF MARCH - A DEGREE OF ASSISTANCE WILL 
BE NECESSARY FROM THE APPROPRIATE NATIONAL AUTHORITIES. THE TYPE 
OF ASSISTANCE TO BE REQUESTED BY NICSMA WOULD BE IN THE FORM OF 
PARTICIPATION BY NATIONAL EXPERTS WHO COULD ASSIST NICSMA 
IN DETERMINING WHETHER THE STANDARDS PROPOSED FOR USE BY BIDDERS 
WERE FULLY RESPONSIVE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE TARE IFB IN 
THE AREAS APPLICABLE TO THE NICSMA GENERAL TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATIONS ISSUED IN SID(74) 102. AS A FIRST STEP IN 
ADDRESSING THIS PROBLEM NICSMA PROPOSES TO HOLD A MEETING 
AT NICSMA ON WEDNESDAY, 5TH MARCH 1975 AT 1000 HOURS TO 
DISCUSS THE APPROACH WHICH WILL BE TAKEN DURING BID EVALUATION 
TO DETERMINE, ON THE BASIS OF NATION EXPERT ADVICE, THE MOST 
APPROPRIATE METHOD OF AVOIDING DIFFICULTIES WHICH COULD ARISE. 

4. IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF YOU WOULD NOMINATE AN 
APPROPRIATELY QUALIFIED REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND THIS MEETING 
AND SIGNIFY WHETHER YOUR AUTHORITIES WOULD, IN PRINCIPLE, 

BE PREPARED TO ASSIST NICSMA IN THE EVALUATION AND REVIEW OF 
STANDARDS SUBMITTED BY BIDDERS IN RESPONSE TO THE IFB AT THE 
APPROPRIATE TIME SHOULD THE NEED ARISE. 

QUESTION 208 

TO COMPLY WITH THE SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION ON 
ENGINEERING-DESIGN, QUALITY ASSURANCE MANUAL, INTERNAL SYSTEM 
TRANSFER, FACTORY PROCEDURES ETC., DO THEY NEED TO BE IN 
ENGLISH, SINCE THEY ARE NORMALLY WRITTEN IN THE NATION’S 
LANGUAGE AND ARE RATHER BULKY TO TRANSLATE AND ALSO CONTAIN 
MANY FORMS, DRAWAINGS AND DIAGRAMS ETC.? 

IS IT ALLOWED TO ATTACH THE BOOKS IN THE NATIONAL 
LANGUAGE TO THE PROPOSAL WITH A SHORT CONTENT DESCRIPTION IN 
FRONT? 

ANSWER 

NICSMA'S REQUIREMENT IS THAT BIDDERS SUBMIT IN THE 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ADEQUATE EVIDENCE TO SATISFY EVALUATORS THAT 
THEY INTEND EITHER: 

(A) TO COMPLY WITH ALL THE PROVISIONS OF THE NICS 
GENERAL TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS; OR 

(B) IN SPECIFIC AREAS INTEND TO USE EXISTING 
NATIONAL TECHNICAL STANDARDS OR SPECIFICATIONS 
THAT ARE GENERALLY EQUIVALENT OR SUPERIOR TO 

THE REFERENCE NICS GENERAL TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS. 

IN THE CASE OF (A) THE REQUIREMENT WOULD BE FOR A 
SIMPLE STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE. IN THE CASE OF (B ), HOWEVER, 
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THE BIDDER IS REQUIRED TO INDICATE IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE EACH 
AREA WHERE THE PROPOSED NATIONAL STANDARDS VARY FROM THE NGTS. 
THESE STATEMENTS SHOULD BE IN SUFFICIENT TECHNICAL DETAIL TO 
ENABLE NICSMA TO ESTABLISH WHETHER THE ALTERNATIVE SPECIFICATIONS/ 
STANDARDS ARE TECHNICALLY ACCEPTABLE. 

NICSMA DOES NOT REQUIRE THAT THE ALTERNATIVE NATIONAL 
SPECIFICATIONS AND/OR STANDARDS BE TRANSLATED INTO THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE. 

END QUOTE. 

PEREZ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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